
Making disciples who make a difference! 

Κοινωνία (Koinonia) 

koinəˈnēə, noun: Christian fellowship 

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement 

give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that 

Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you 

may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

(Romans 15:5-6, NIV) 

 

We are all in this together! 

 

It might not seem like that sometimes, but it is true.  I know 

that we are all under a lot of stress, fear and anxiety.  We 

want to reopen the economy and society, and we want to 

make sure our loved ones do not get sick and die during 

this pandemic.  That collective stress sometimes has a way 

of bringing out the worst in us, and because there are heat-

ed emotions about the state of our world under lock-down 

and the pace at which things are trying to open back up, it 

might appear that we are not very united.  People are argu-

ing and shouting past each other. Trust in our leadership 

and the media is disturbingly low.  But don’t be de-

ceived.  We are truly all in this together! 

 

Think about it this way: if the coach section of an airplane 

is on fire, the whole plane is going down, including first 

class.  If a ship strikes an iceberg, the whole boat can 

sink.  If there is an open wound on the right arm, the whole 

body is in danger, including the left arm.  In other words, 

whether we like it or not, whether we like each other or not, 

we are all in this together! 

 

Christians should be the natural leaders in times like this 

because we know what it is like to deal with division and 

difference of viewpoint.  Since our very beginning, as we see 

in the letter Paul wrote to the church in Rome split along 

Jewish and gentile lines, congregations have been trying to 

figure out how to be one people. 

 

As society begins to open back up and treatments are devel-

oped for the sick and suffering, let us disciples of Jesus be 

the exception to the norm.  Let us be a calming, thoughtful, 

compassionate and patient presence.  Let us do what no 

one else has an appetite to do: listen to one another and 

recognize our common interests. 

 

People are, naturally, wondering about when First Chris-

tian Church is going to open back up worship services and 

other ministries in the building.  I can tell you I am looking 

forward to that day as much as anyone is.  The short answer 

is, not yet.  However, we are commissioning a re-opening 

task force of the board chair and vice chair, the treasurer 

and the senior pastor (our present “executive team”).  We 

are going to get a plan together for what a staged re-

opening looks like, prepare ahead of time for that re-

opening, and then determine benchmarks that must be met 

for us to execute such a plan safely.  We are heavily popu-

lated by members of a vulnerable demographic, by virtue of 

the average age in our congregation.  We take Jesus’ com-

mand to care for this flock with love very seriously, and we 

are not going to be careless or put anyone’s health unneces-

sarily at risk. 

 

I have one thing that I want you to know and one thing that 

I want you to do: please know that we will communicate 

any and all information we have concerning the phased re-

opening of the church.  And what I want you to do is pray 

for us.  We need the guidance of the Holy Spirit even more 

than we need the guidance of local government and health 

departments, and we need your prayerful support. 

 

And feel free to call or email me about any questions or ide-

as that you have.  My mobile number is (502) 299-7493. 

 

Shalom, 

Joey Pusateri 
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4 Cans 4 Others 

Although we were quarantined last month and had limita-

tions of purchasing canned items, we did collect 12 cans, 

bringing our total to 31,885.  Can donations may now be 

brought to the church on Saturdays between 10-12 pm 

during Soups on Us deliveries.  Please bring to the kitchen 

door entry where someone can receive any cans during 

that time frame.  You may also take your cans to The Sal-

vation Army at 519 S. 4th St., M-F, 9-12 pm or 1-3:30 

pm.  Just knock on the door and drop off!  They are cur-

rently overstocked with beans and corn, but will gladly 

accept what you bring. Please send us an email so we can 

add to our can contribution total. 

 

Capital Campaign 

Our Capital Campaign was initiated in the beginning of 

2019 and organized to the end of 2020.  The financial cam-

paign is intended to fund a three phase HVAC project.  The 

first two phases, replacing the boiler and chiller in the 

main HVAC unit, are complete and paid for.  The third 

phase, replacing the five air conditioning units for the CLC 

facility, is now in the preparation stage.  The Capital Cam-

paign Committee is making plans for purchasing the five 

units and getting them installed on a scheduled basis.  All 

church members are requested to review their campaign 

giving to date, compared to their commitment.  If possible, 

it would be very beneficial if all commitments could be met 

earlier than the end of 2020.  The committee gives a big 

Thank You to all members of our congregation for your 

giving and cooperation for this campaign. 

 

Bill Barker 

Treasurer 

 

Maxine Maxey Fund 

Chester and Maxine Maxey were long time members and 

big workers in First Christian Church.  Chester was a rail-

roader and served on the Boards of Director at Bank of 

Danville, Heritage Bank & Trust, and The Salvation Army.  

They both were strong supporters of The Salvation Army.  

Maxine was a school teacher in the Danville School Sys-

tem.  They had no children. 

 

Chester preceded his wife, Maxine, in death shortly after 

the year 2000.  He left a will specifying all of his estate to 

support his wife until her death, then specifying where the 

estate would go.  Some of it would go to The Salvation Ar-

my and most of it left to First Christian Church.  Thus, we 

have the Maxine Maxey Fund. 

 

The Maxine Maxey Fund is a part of the FCC Endowment 

Fund and is an example of how a sum of money can be left 

to the church through a will of a deceased member, or 

friend of the church, and specify in the will how the money 

is to be used.  In her will, Maxine Maxey left the church a 

sum of money and stated:  “Her gift to FCC be used by the 

church as a part of its Christian benevolence fund for 

needy persons in the Danville area.”  Since then it has been 

determined that the “Danville area” be defined as Boyle 

County. 

 

The Maxine Maxey Fund is an independent fund within 

the overall church endowment fund.  Each year the reve-

nue from this fund is transferred to the church operating 

budget fund as a “designated fund.”  A committee com-

posed of the Sr. Minister, Board Chair, Board Vice-Chair, 

Board Treasurer, Board Outreach Ministry Area Coordina-

tor, & one member from the congregation, establish a 

budget for disbursement of this revenue according to the 

MMF policy.  Any request for disbursement from this fund 

must be made directly to the Sr. Minister or Board Chair.  

Only the revenue from this fund is to be used each year.  

 

 

Great American Brass Band Festival Ecumenical 

Worship Service Cancelled 

Due to the one-day event of the Brass Band Festival that 

has been postponed to July 25, there will not be a Ecumen-

ical Worship Service this year.  

 

Outreach Ministry Awards Scholarships 

The Outreach Ministry has awarded two $500.00 scholar-

ships. They are being awarded to  Eulissa Chenault, gradu-

ating from Danville High School and planning to attend 

Eastern Kentucky University in the fall. And to, Alyssa 

Wray,  graduating from Boyle County High School and 

attending Northern Kentucky University in the fall. Con-

gratulations to Eulissa and Alyssa! 

 

BackPack Kids, Danville Inc. is now  part of the 

Kroger Community Rewards Program. All that is needed is 

a Kroger Rewards Card to contribute to BackPack Kids 

each time you shop. Visit http://www.kroger.com and log 

into your Kroger account. Next, look for Community Re-

wards and search through the list either by name (The 

BackPack Kids, Danville Inc.) or WK279 and then click 

enroll. BackPack Kids is a vital part of an ongoing effort to 

feed the children of Boyle County. We appreciate your 

help! 

 

Camp Wakon’Da-Ho Cancelled 

Camp Wakon’Da-Ho will be closed this summer due to the 

COVID-19 guidelines and recommendations.  The cabin 

housing and the communal dining facility at the camp 

make it impossible to provide a safe environment without 

risking the health of the campers, adult staff and employ-

ees. Camp Wakon’Da-Ho will still provide some virtual 

summer programs for camp age children and youth. We 

will pass along future communications about how you can 

participate in these activities when available.  

News & Events 



“May 2nd …….  FCC members efficiently loading cases of commercially prepared frozen dinners in their 

cars……  Heading out for their SOU deliveries.….  394 deliveries, everyone home, 2 additional house-

holds asking for meals…… Households very grateful for these meals.” 

  

In mid March the SOU churches conferenced remotely regarding meals during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Lexington Ave-

nue Baptist, The Presbyterian Church, and Saint Peter & Paul Catholic church decided to suspend SOU meals until fur-

ther notice.  Their decisions temporarily suspended SOU with the last delivery being FCC’s on March 21st. 

  

The FCC SOU Leadership Team was very concerned about suspending this outreach ministry to our food insecure. We 

wanted to keep everyone safe, but also knew that our households needed meals. Thankfully, we knew we had the support 

of our Senior Minister and Board Chair to pursue ways to safely deliver meals. In consultation with Brent Blevins, Boyle 

County Director of Public Health, Joey Pusateri and Brent Williams we made modifications to SOU.  

  

We now purchase commercially prepared frozen meals from Sav A Lot. We limit the number of individuals involved in 

the meal procurement and delivery: 4 individuals focused on meal/route assembly and 14 individuals delivering 8 differ-

ent routes. Route assembly is done in the entry to the chapel/kitchen area. Route distribution is done outside the chapel 

entry door. Following guidelines for social distancing and minimizing group size, drivers arrive at their assigned time 

outside the chapel entry door. Drivers for a specific route are from the same household and meet age and medical condi-

tion guidelines. All individuals involved in SOU wear face masks and follow recommended COVID-19 hygiene protocol.  

SOU resumed following this new FCC model on April 18th. After that first day we knew our new SOU model could be 

successful. We approached the other three churches asking if they would fund SOU for their designed Saturday in April 

and May. They quickly responded yes with praise for FCC’s commitment.   

  

Because of the willingness of Saint Peter and Paul, Lexington Avenue Baptist, and the Presbyterian Church, FCC has 

been able to order and deliver meals on April 25th, May 2nd and May 9th. We of course, will order and deliver on our 

Saturday, May 16th. The current plan for May 23rd is for FCC to order the meals and Saint Peter and Paul deliver them.   

  

SOU has no provisions for meal delivery on May 30th, the fifth Saturday of the month. FCC’s SOU Leadership wanted to 

be able to deliver meals on May 30th. They decided to apply for the COVID-19 Response Grant from The National Be-

nevolent Association of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to cover the cost of meals for May 30th. We have re-

ceived a grant for $1200 which will enable us to order and deliver on May 30th. 

All SOU churches are meeting soon to discuss meal delivery for the next few months.  Continue to pray for us as we de-

cide how to safely minister to our food insecure.   

  

FCC SOU Leadership Team 

Soups on Us Update 

Associate Minister Search Committee Update 

As chair of the search committee for an associate minister of our church, I am grateful for the faithful participation and 

commitment of each member:  Julie Jones, Jennifer Pusateri, Joey Kirk, Patrick McClure, and Pastor Joey Pusateri, an 

ex officio member.  We have been busy studying profiles, interviewing candidates, and praying fervently for God to lead 

us to the person He is calling for this position in our church.  We have felt your prayers, too, and ask that you continue to 

undergird us in prayer with the various steps a journey like this requires.  

 

God Bless You! 

Cheryl Gibson 



Children’s Ministry 

FCC Kids Corner 

Hello Everyone! 

I hope you had a great time making your Mom feel 

special on Mother’s Day!  I have always heard that 

in this part of the country, it is not really safe to 

plant spring flowers until after Mother’s Day be-

cause the temperatures can still fall below freez-

ing.  And that’s just what happened this year!   

 

I just finished planting flowers in my yard and while 

I was planting, started thinking about the Parable 

of the Sower.  Below is an activity for you to do 

with your family. Then be on the look-out for some-

thing in your mailbox that will help you remember 

the story. Speaking of your mailbox. . . if you have 

not yet colored and sent back the puzzle piece I 

sent to you, be sure to do that this week.    

Patti  
 

Read The Parable of the Sower in Matthew 13:1-9. Then discuss these questions with your family: 

What were the three things Jesus said might happen to the seeds? 

What do you think Jesus was trying to tell the people? 

When Jesus told parables, he often had to go back and explain them to the people, and even his own 

disciples!  That happened in this story.   

Now read Matthew 13:18-23 to see if the story becomes more clear.   
 

The Word Search below has important words from the scripture.  Can you find them all? 

Younger kids can color the flowers in the picture above instead.  Enjoy!



Prayer Concerns 

Bill Barker 

Janice Bohannon 

Jerry Boyd 

Steve Bruce 

Lynne Dean 

Peyton Guerrant 

Odell Hines 

Jack Kaiser 

Marianne Kirby 

Marilyn Marlowe 

Paul McWhorter 

Margaret Ann Milburn 

Mike Miller  

Julian Mitchell 

Peggy Mitchell 

Susan Montgomery  

Bill Morgan 

Jim Page 

Betty Ramey 

Mike Swain 

Bonnie Wilson 

Jeff Withers 

May   1    Jeanette Barbour 

           7   Wanda Huffman 

         13   Odell Hines 

                Suzi Jackson 

         14   John Ransdell 

         17   Larry Scott 

         18   Matthew Guerrant 

                 Tom Hastings 

          19   Caroline Sullivan 

          20  Rick Brown 

          21   Mary Evelyn Ensslin 

                 Philip Nichols 

          22  Conley Horn III 

          30  Brian Darnell 

                 Amber Shartzer 

          31   Paul McClure 

   May   11   John & Annette Ransdell 

              12   Tom & Brenda Bryant 

                     Binky & Anne Kerbaugh 

              18   Rick & Sarah Hempel 

              22   Lonnie & Ronda Harp 

                      Claude & Denise Wagner 

              25   Joey & Jennifer Pusateri         

     

  

 

May Birthdays 

Giving Options 

Your gifts are vital for continuing the operations and 

ministries of the church.  Here are the following    

options of giving: 

  

1. Online giving via church website:  

                           fccdanville.com/give 

(navigates directly to: abundant.co/fccdanville/give) 

 

2. Scan the QR code  

 

 

3. Text the word “fccdanville” to 73256 

 

4. Simply mail at 

First Christian Church  

555 E. Lexington Ave. 

Danville, KY  40422   

  

May Anniversaries 

Thank You 

I want to thank my FCC family for the kind words, 

cards and love shown to me at the recent unex-

pected passing of my mother, Janet Rickmers. 

Your thoughts of encouragement has been felt so 

deeply and have helped get me through these diffi-

cult times. I greatly appreciate them. I am so hap-

py to be back home with my FCC family. God bless 

and grant you all peace.  

Darell Rickmers 

 

Birthday drive-by parades have been requested and organized by 

family or friends of the church.  If you would like to have a birthday 

drive-by parade for a church family member or friend, please email 

at donna@firstchristiandanville.com so it can be promoted.    

In Sympathy 

To Jay and Alice Reynolds and Wanda Huffman 

on the death of Sue Rice, Jay’s sister and Wanda’s 

first cousin, who passed away May 8. 
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Senior Recognition (Virtual Worship) May 24  
 

                       Hunter Baltazar                 Mason Lockhart 

                       Kyle Bradshaw                    Shelby Pass 

                       Virginia Harp                      Brandon Williams   

 

College Graduates 
Karl Hempel graduated from the University of Louisville Medi-

cal School and will begin his residency program in Internal 

Medicine at UK in June. 

Josh Joiner is graduating from Centre College in Biochemistry 

and Molecular Biology.  

 
If you know of any FCC graduate from college or other type of school, 

please let us know.   


